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Related Web Sites 

www.abc.org/greenbuilding  

www.energystar.gov  

www.usgbc.org  

www.usgbc-in.org  

www.abc.org  

 
INTRODUCTION TO LEED CONSTRUCTION 

 
~ Contributed by Drewry Simmons Vornehm, LLP  
 
With energy prices skyrocketing, and concerns about global warming and the envi-
ronment reaching the highest levels of government, state local and federal agencies 
have taken the first steps to reward and encourage the use of sustainable design, 
environmentally sound building and maintenance practices, and energy efficient 
building design.  Indeed, in an October 2007 Construction Briefings article published 
by Thomson West, it was noted that as many as twenty states, including the District 
of Columbia, have one or more governmental entities that mandate green construc-
tion building standards.  In California, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger required all 
new construction and renovation projects built by the state to achieve LEED® certifi-
cation with the goal to achieve 20% reduction in energy consumption for State build-
ings by the year 2015.  A quick search on the internet reveals that the importance of 
environmentally conscious building practices is growing in leaps and bounds.  While 
Indiana is probably not currently at the forefront of the green building movement, 
there can be little doubt that green building techniques will become increasingly im-
portant to Indiana builders.  In the next decade, designers, owners, and builders 
should expect to face increasing market pressures to meet the growing demand for 
energy efficient green building techniques.   For ABC of Indiana members, those 
members who accept the inevitable tide of environmentally sound building methods—
and rise to meet the demand—will have the opportunity to succeed where others, 
who fail to adapt to these market forces, could lose a competitive market advantage.   
This brief newsletter is designed to introduce LEED to Indiana ABC members.  Over 
the next year, ABC of Indiana will develop and offer more educational opportunities to 
its membership ensuring that its members have the opportunity to lead Indiana into 
the next century.   
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Why Are Owners  
Going Green? 

Volume 1,  
Issue 1,  

April 9, 2008 

Dear ABC Members: 
 

HAPPY SPRING!!  
 
Beginning this month,  ABC of Indiana will be sending you monthly LEED newsletters, 
dedicated to keeping you informed on this growing phenomenon in the construction 
industry. It is our hope that these newsletters, in conjunction with regular seminars, 
training programs and luncheons, will keep you at the forefront of the green building 
movement..  
 
This first newsletter, written and provided to our members by Drewry Simmons 
Vornehm, LLP , is designed to give you basic information on the reasons behind 
LEED, what it is, and perhaps most importantly, what it means to you. The intent is to 
give you the best and most current information available… and a very special thank 
you goes out to this month’s contributing editors, the lawyers and associates of DSV!! 
 
As always, it is our goal as an association to do OUR part in making merit shop con-
tractors the “best of the best” … in ALL areas! We hope you enjoy this “inaugural” is-
sue, and that your spring season is off to a BUSY and PRODUCTIVE start!! 
 
See you next month!! 
 
~ ABC of Indiana & the LEED Committee  
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The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System™ encourages 

and accelerates global adoption of sustainable green building and development practices through the crea-

tion and implementation of universally understood and accepted tools and performance criteria. 

Who Uses LEED? 
Architects, real estate professionals, facility managers, engineers, interior designers, landscape architects, 

construction managers, lenders and government officials all use LEED to help transform the built environ-

ment to sustainability. State and local governments across the country are adopting LEED for public-owned 

and public-funded buildings; there are LEED initiatives in federal agencies, including the Departments of 

Defense, Agriculture, Energy, and State; and LEED projects are in progress in 41 different countries, in-

cluding Canada, Brazil, Mexico and India. 

How is LEED Developed? 
LEED Rating Systems are developed through an open, consensus-based process led by LEED committees. 

Each volunteer committee is composed of a diverse group of practitioners and experts representing a cross-

section of the building and construction industry. The key elements of USGBC's consensus process include 

a balanced and transparent committee structure, technical advisory groups that ensure scientific consistency 

and rigor, opportunities for stakeholder comment and review, member ballot of new rating systems, and a 

fair and open appeals process. 

What is LEED®? 

the next century.   
 
WHAT IS LEED? 
The United States Green Building Council (USGBC) created the LEED Green Build-
ing Rating System program to evaluate and promote green building.  Although there 
are others, LEED is probably the most recognized rating system for new construction, 
and it is designed to promote environmentally friendly construction methods and tech-
niques.  LEED is an acronym which stands for Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design.  Under the LEED Green Building Rating system, a construction pro-
ject is evaluated for environmentally sound practices under six separate categories:  
(1) Sustainable sites (i.e., issues relating to transportation, storm water management, 
construction pollution, etc.); (2) Water efficiency; (3) Energy and atmosphere; (4) Ma-
terials and resources; (5) Indoor environmental air quality; and (6) Innovative design.   
LEED operates on a credit system where the project earns credits for each “green 
idea” implemented in the design and construction of the new or existing buildings.  
There are four levels of certification under the LEED program:  Certified, Silver, Gold, 
and Platinum.  The higher the number of credits earned by the building, the higher the 
level of LEED certification will be awarded.  From a contractor’s viewpoint, the level of 
certification that the owner/designer seeks to achieve has a direct impact on what 
challenges the contractor is expected to meet during the construction phase.  Further, 
contractors and subcontractors on a LEED project have a significant role to play 
throughout the LEED certification process, and therefore must be cognizant of how 
the LEED system works.   
 
WHAT DOES LEED MEAN FOR ME? 
While many of the LEED categories will be addressed and met through detailed pro-
ject specifications issued by the designer/owner, the detailed specifications on a 
LEED project may be “new” to a contractor or subcontractor performing its first LEED 
project.  Further, many of the specifications will require the contractor to document its 
efforts to meet LEED standards requiring an important layer of sophisticated project 
management.  The “standard paper work” required on a LEED project will be more 
comprehensive and rigorous than a non-LEED project.   
As an example, the objective of the “materials and resources” category in LEED con-
struction for the contractor is focused in part on conserving materials and minimizing 
the environmental impact of construction.  In this regard, the contractor will likely be 
required to separate and recycle waste materials, consider utilizing construction ma-
terials made from recycled content, institute detailed plans for waste management 
during demolition and construction, and institute methods to efficiently deliver and 
unload materials at the project site.  The contractor will also be required to maintain 
detailed records evidencing the effectiveness of its efforts to reduce waste, recycle, 
and minimize the direct environmental impact inherent in the building process.  
Likewise, with respect to the LEED category relating to “indoor air quality” the con-
structor will be evaluated by the materials utilized in the building process that emit 
odors, dust, or chemicals into the air.  Thus, contractors should be mindful and mini-
mize the amount of dust created during construction and should be cognizant of the 
materials they are using during the course of construction and consider the use of 
non-odor/chemical emitting adhesive, caulk or paint.  A LEED contractor may be ex-
pected to maintain detailed logs of the materials incorporated in the project to meet 
LEED standards.  Further, contractors and subcontractors on LEED projects will have 
to be cognizant of product and material substitutions in order to ensure that such sub-
stitutions do not materially affect the points being sought on the LEED project.   
Certainly, given the “new” protocols expected of a LEED constructor, a contractor that 
understands the LEED program will have a competitive advantage over other con-
tractors that do not.  It is, as always, ABC’s goal to stay at the forefront of the con-
struction industry to help protect its member’s competitive advantage in the market 
place.  Your Indiana ABC Chapter expects to meet this need over the next several 
months; we hope that you and your company take advantage of our  
offerings. 
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WURSTER CONSTRUCTION 
 Ms. Michelle Michalke 
 
KEYSTONE CONSTRUCTION 
 Mr. Scott Hesler 
 
DREWRY SIMMONS VORNEHM 
 Mr. Will Kelley 
 
FERGUSON CONSTRUCTION 
 Mr. Tracy Mendez 
 
JOBSITE SUPPLY 
 Mr. Dave O’Hair 
 
RLTURNER 
 Mr. Jim Rabold 
 
SKILLED TRADES 
 Mr. Ladd Schuiling 
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